Adjuvanticity of stearyl tyrosine on the antibody response to peptide 503-535 from HIV gp160.
In this present report we compare the humoral immune response induced by immunization with an HIV-1 gp160 peptide corresponding to amino acid sequence 503-535 complexed with different adjuvants. Specifically, the antipeptide, anti-HIV-1 gp160 and neutralizing antibody responses were measured in groups of mice and baboons that received peptide 503-535 conjugated to a carrier protein in either saline, alum, or stearyl tyrosine. The highest antibody responses were induced when mice and baboons were immunized with peptide adsorbed on stearyl tyrosine. These data indicate that stearyl tyrosine represents a potent candidate as a nontoxic adjuvant not only for subunit viral vaccines, but also for HIV peptides.